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Arise and Shine: Christ Overcame Darkness
Forever

Word of Truth - By Pst Dr Nellie Shani | Founder, CEO - February 19, 2026

Discover how the resurrection of Jesus Christ overcame darkness and empowered believersto walk in
victory. A Bible-based message on light, freedom, and triumph in Christ.

Arise and Shine: Resurrection Power That Overcomes Darkness

AS the Son of Man hung on the cross of Calvary, ready to lay down His life for the salvation of
mankind, darkness came over al the land.

“From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over al the land” — Matthew twenty seven
verseforty five.

This was not an ordinary darkness. It was the manifestation of a spiritual reality. The darkness that
had long covered the earth — invisible yet oppressive — revealed itself openly as Jesus bore the
sin of humanity.

For generations, mankind had lived under spiritual blindness. Sin had separated humanity from
God. Fear, deception, bondage, and oppression had quietly ruled. Yet much of this darkness
remained hidden.

At the cross, what was hidden surfaced.

The Darkness | saiah Foretold

The prophet Isaiah had already spoken about this condition:
“See, darkness covers the earth and thick darknessis over the peoples...” — Isaiah sixty verse two.

And again:



“The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep
darkness a light has dawned.” — Isaiah nine verse two.

Before Jesus Christ came, the world was in deep spiritual darkness. Religion existed. Activity
continued. Life moved forward. But spiritually, humanity was separated from the Light.

When Jesus hung on the cross, darkness believed it had prevailed. The Son of God was dying.
Hope seemed extinguished. From the weight of that moment, Jesus cried:

“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’
It appeared as though darkness had triumphed.

But Calvary was not defeat — it was divine strategy.

The Resurrection: The Decisive Victory

If the crucifixion exposed darkness, the resurrection crushed it.
Isaiah prophesied what would follow:

“Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord rises upon you.” — Isaiah sixty
verse one.

The resurrection of Jesus Christ marked the turning point of history. It was not merely the
restoration of physical life. It was the public declaration that light had overcome darkness forever.

John confirms this truth:
“The light shinesin the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” — John one verse five.

Darkness tried to silence the Light.
The grave tried to contain Him.
Death tried to claim victory.

But the resurrection shattered every claim of darkness.

The resurrection is more glorious than the crucifixion because it declares triumph. The cross paid
the price. The resurrection announced the victory.



Carrying Resurrection Light

Through the resurrection, believers now carry the same light that dawned on humanity that
morning.

Jesus said:

“Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good works and give glory to your
Father who isin heaven.”

Believers are not passive observers of this victory. We are participants in it. The same Spirit that
raised Christ from the dead now lives within us.

That means the darkness that once ruled your life no longer has authority over you.

Y ou are no longer a prisoner of fear.
Y ou are no longer bound by shame.
Y ou are no longer controlled by spiritual blindness.

You are acarrier of resurrection light.

Dar kness Cannot Overcome You

No matter how dark your circumstances may seem, remember this unshakable truth: darkness
cannot overcome the light that isin you.

Situations may feel heavy. Challenges may arise. Opposition may intensify. But the outcome is
aready settled in Christ.

Second Corinthians chapter two verse fourteen assures us that God always leads us in triumph in
Christ.

Always.

Triumph does not mean the absence of struggle. It means that struggle does not determine the final
result.

The resurrection guarantees victory.

What It Meansto Arise



| saiah commands usto “arise.”

To arise is to stand up spiritually. It means refusing to live as though you are still in bondage. It
means remembering your identity as a child of the Most High God.

To ariseisto reject defeatist thinking.
To ariseisto shake off discouragement.
To ariseisto believe what God says about you rather than what circumstances suggest.

Thelight isalready in you. Rising positions you to reflect it.

What It Meansto Shine

To shineisto allow the resurrection power within you to be visible in your daily life.

Y ou shine when you walk in obedience.

Y ou shine when you choose integrity.

Y ou shine when you respond with love instead of bitterness.
Y ou shine when you remain faithful under pressure.

Shining is not striving. It is surrendering to the Light within.

In aworld covered with confusion and despair, even a small light makes a powerful impact. The
darker the environment, the more evident the light becomes.

Freedom Secured Through Christ

The resurrection also secured freedom.

“It isfor freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened
again by ayoke of davery.” — Galatians five verse one.

Some believers are saved but still think like captives. They alow guilt, fear, or past failures to
burden them again.

Standing firm means guarding the freedom Christ purchased. It means refusing to return to old
patterns of thinking and living that contradict the finished work of the cross.

The resurrection empowers you to live free — in your mind, emotions, and will.



Walking in Ongoing Triumph
The resurrection is not merely a historical event. It isa present reality.

Every time you choose faith over fear, resurrection power is at work.
Every time you forgive, light overcomes darkness.
Every time you declare truth, deception loses ground.

Christ’svictory continues to manifest through His people.

Y ou are not fighting for victory. Y ou are fighting from victory.

You can Shine

Because Jesus Christ has risen, you can arise.
Because He conquered the grave, you can stand firm.
Because He triumphed, you can shine.

Arise and shine — your Light has come.

Prayer Points

One.

Ask the Lord to forgive you for any area where you have allowed yourself to be burdened again by
ayoke of davery in your mind, emotions, or will.

Two.

Ask the Holy Spirit to help you walk boldly as light in the darkness, reflecting the resurrection
power of Christ in every area of your life.

Three.

Thank the Lord for overcoming the darkness of this world so that you may walk confidently in His
light without stumbling.
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